PRODUCT EVALUATION

ATLAS AIR NECK BRACE &
DEFENDER CHEST PROTECTOR

Keep your uppe

By the shaff of Dzt Whaels

O We here ot Dirt Wheels ars big
supporters of riding protecton, ond
20 is the crew behind the Adr neck
bracse cmd Defender chest protector
mads by Atlas. Whether you ride
your quad on the motocross trock,
shred trails or rall the dunss, acci-
dentz happen, ond being prepared
for them i= a must. We put these two
uppsr-body protectors to the tost.
ATLAS AIR ERACE

When it comes to neck protection,
it's worth it to pony up for a great
gystemn. The Atlas Air brocs will run
you $299.99, which is decently pricsd
compared to other braces, like Laatts
ZFX 5.5 bracs that offers similar pro-
tectionn for $369. The first thing we
noticed when testing the Air was its
light weight ond comfort. Oftentimes
wa forgot we were wearing the 1.3-
pound brace. The Air flexes with
the movement of your body dus o
itz gplit flex frome, which adds to its
comfort lsvel. The back pads con ba
adjusted in six diffsrent positions fora
proper fit, and the brace comes with
additional pads to add height on the
shoulders.

E Tl TR e e L S el

Atlas’ Defender chest protector and Air
neck brace go hand in hand with each
other. They are both very comfortable
for hours of riding and protection.
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-4 The Defender protector is wat

and has 52 vents designed into it. This
provides good airflow on hot days, and
whean the weather is rough, the chest
protector won't get weighed down with
waler.

The Aflas Air neck brace comes in
muiltiple color schames that can be
changed or customized to your liking.
One of these braces has a half-black
sticker kit and half-white onea, »

Adjusting the braos for a proper fit
iz easy, and it comss in three sizes:
emall, medium and largs. The only
izsue we found with the Atlas Air
bracs was the releass system. It has
a simple yet very sturdy centsrfront
buckle system that con get clogged
up with dust and dirt. This makss it
a kit difficult to push in the button to
open the Air bracs. If you ocoasional -
Iy blowr the dirt out of the buckle sys-
tem it kespe a emooth operaticn. Tha
Atlas Air comes in five different color
schemes, and you con purchoss new
padding and decal Ltz for the Air to
customizs it to your liking.

DEFENDER PROTECTOR

Whether you rids recreationally
or race, T chest protector is o must
for deflecting roost ond saving the
upper body from an ooccasional turmn-
ble. Atflas' Defonder protector goss
hand in hond with the Air brace.
It iz comfortable for hours of dding
and has good fsatures. The Defender
has four adjustment points: two woaist
ond shouldsr straps. [t comes with
a removiable uppsr chest plate to fit
most nack brace systems, but it works
best with Aflas braces. The back of
the Defender com be medified to not
have protective pisces, which can ba
ussful if you weaar a hydration pack.

The waist straops have mognets
built into buckle ends to enzurs they
gtay attached to the protector whila
riding hard. There ars built-in straps
on the shoulders to hold down a neck
bracs system as well. Atlas providses
a ZoFro mount that can be attached
to the front of the Defender protector,
Comiort and protection aside, the
Lbiggest plus to the $129 chest protec-
tor is the airflow through it cond that

r body safe

The brace's opening system is easy

fo operate and opens up wide fo help
when putting on the Air

it iz waterproof, Water con't soak into
the podding ond add weight to the
Deafendsr, ond cleaning dirt camd mud
off of it is easy. The Defender protector
comes in black or white in one adult
siza.
FINAL THOUGHTS

Taking a tumble off a quad is
always a possibility with any type
of ATV riding. We fsel its better to
be properly protected thon not. The
Aflas Air neck bracs is lightweight,
comfortable ond very protactive. The
Defendsr protector i= just the some
and pairs perfectly with ony Atlas
bracs. The full system will ==t you
back #4300 but is worth svery penny to
keep you safs. For mors information
on Atlas products, go to wwwatlas
brace.com or call (661) 505-4407. 3




